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1. Introduction
This toolkit is 
provided for 
informational 
purposes only. This 
document does not 
constitute legal 
advice and should 
not be construed as 
such. These materials 
do not create an 
attorney-client 
relationship between 
the reader and any 
other person, nor do 
they offer to create 
such a relationship. 

With Special Thanks to Our Partners at Pro Bono Partnership 
for their expertise, review, direction and guidance

A surprising number of people believe that 501(c (3) 

organizations cannot lobby. This is not true. 

Nonprofits are vehicles for democratic involvement, 

positive change and social justice, and, if done correctly,  

are allowed to advocate and lobby.  

Without issue-based advocacy and lobbying, nonprofits 

risk existing only as service providers that achieve some 

positive outcomes for individuals while perpetuating the 

systems that have contributed to life-limiting inequities 

based on race, ethnicity, gender and sexual identity, 

ability and more.  

This toolkit will be a dynamic resource. NPW will add 

sections to provide updated information, as well as 

materials about advocacy and lobbying on the County, 

State and Federal levels.
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